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This pager describes a home-based sandy ehiidhasa 

‘program in operation in the Mefphis city school system and presents a P 
rationale for early education and for parent involvement. The program 
.involves educationally deprived 3- and 4-year-olds in eight. preschool 
centers located in Title I schools. A parent or significant caretaker 
of each child enrolled in the program must be able to participate by 
coming to the center, with the child at least twice a month and by 
following through with learning activities brought to the home by a 
home visitor. Each center’is staffed with a lead teacher and four. 
paraprofessional home visitors. Each home visitor enrolls ahd serves 

'\ from 15 to 18 children, visiting each family once a week (for a 
45-minute session) and bringing her group to the center once a week 

_ (for approximately four hours). The lead teacher is responsible for 
center administration, supervision of home visitors and conducting 
the center's classroom activities. Needs of each child are determined 
through administration of a locally developed diagnostic instrument, 

. with activities designed to fit these needs. Two guidance counselors 
are assigned/to the program, as well as a research specialist with 
responsibility for program evaluation. Measurement of program results 
confirms the need for an early childhood program. (Author/BF)- - 
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Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished . 
erials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort 


via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not 
iresponsihle for the quality of the original document. Reproductions 
supplied hy EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. 
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. childhood educat tonal’ program are ee successful initially and sustained 


‘tion Project are: “(a) fains made by children in home-based programs hold 
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a ¢ ‘COME ON, PARENTS, PARTICYPATE! - sg 
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AD tedtial,12 has hasn-ponerally " 
ehfld at kinderparten ape, or five, ts already to 
Yinperat ive not to usurp the parent "s roke ‘and x 
and devalonment of, the very vounp child. + To 
stability of the*family, schools must ‘suppory and’ assist 
role as educators, ephedally during, the spel years. 
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Urie hronfenbrenner ("Is Early inteevantcion FFfedtive?" Teachers ole 
lepe R Record, December, 1974 e has pointed’ out that if the eains “of an » early 


over a neriod of time, parents must/he directly involved {n the laneuare *s 
and copnitive development of their’children. Research ‘of early interven- 
tion proPrams, demonstrates that gains are maintained onlv ab lone as the | =~ 
Propram lasts if onlv the child’is involved. When parents are involved ‘as 
‘particdpators, the child mstayatn his sain and continues to henefit Tonp, 
after the earlv, education program. In addition, there is a "perculator" , 
effect, as the parent practices learned skills on other children in the 
family, both vounger and older. R ; N° 
| 

Other ‘onélusions of the Pronfenbrenner review, pointed out hy the 

Southern Association of Colleses and Schools Parent -Fducation Demonstra- * 


up| for three tgefour vears after the propram terminates (ptesumably he- 
calise the varent is" around long after the pfoiect), (b) the most critical RS os 
element in earlv edncation prorrams isthe direct involvement of a mother 
or a nother firure in the developmental activities of the child, (é@) the 
earlier the {nvolvement of interested parents and their children, the more 
effective the prorram is fpr the childyen, and :(d) cha eiten continue to, 
honefit from parent involvenent through srade six. 
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Memphis City Schools bepan a pilot Home-Rased Farly Childhood Propram 
in the falt of 1974, ‘Initiallv there were four "Centers", one in each of | : | 
the system’ ‘s decentralized areas, The next veadr a new Certer in each area 
brourht the total to the current eirht., The schools chosen t6 house the 
Centers are all Title J schools, which, means thev are hich on’ the poverty 
level index. The ineidence of poverty in the schooJs ranpes from 546% -to 2 
957, based -on the number of families aualifvine for free lunch. eo 
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Fach Center .{s ‘Ataffed with a lead Teacher and four Home Visitors. 
The Lead: Teachers have spectal Varly Childhood ‘training. The four Mome 
Visitors are para- professionals. Mecollere derree {s not required, but a 
larpe nercentare of, the thirty-two Home ‘Visitors do have some collepe train- ° - /° 
ine. Intensive in-service trainine is pTanned and conducted‘hy the Project / 
Director and the Resource, Specialist, whase resnonsibitirty it 1s to administer ie 
the program. Two Cuidance Counselors are.assione® to the prorram, and a : 
Research Spetialist from the Division of Research and’ Planning evaluates 
the project. — ; . : 
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The target population for, the propram i educat tongiiw dayetved sien 
and four vear olds who reside: Within the Center araay A parent or sirnifi- 
cant éare-taker of the ¢hild must be wilTinggtd: participate in the program - 
‘ ' by coming’ to’ the Center with the child|at jJeast ‘twice a month and h¥ ‘follow- ; 
‘ ing, through with learning activities 2 ft- in the homé bv the Home eli 
% é 5 eds, [eeeetia ee eRe”. a a soa ¢ 
a ae ‘ Fach Yore Visttor enrolls ahd serves Fifteen to .elehteen oniladed. She mite 
a visits each’ family once a week for a forty-five minute session. During ‘the 
; - _* visit she models ‘appronrdate ‘teaching attivities for the parent, and seels -, 
bo to involve: the varent -in meaningful. act{vities with the child. 


. o-, 


’ 


The Lead Teacher is responsit le fo administering her Center, over-see- 
5 ing the activities of the four Home Visitors, and leading classroom activi- * 
ties for the children ‘four days a veel. | Fach Home Visitor brings her rroup - 
of children .and parents into os Center for approximately. four hours, gne : 
a“ °° dav a’week. The school svstem's buses ate utilized to nic up the children . ‘ 
‘and parents and bring them to che Center jand return ee home in the ‘after- ; 
noon. Table 1 pives an: outJine of the Genter” schedu 
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; Center Schedul 
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Nome Visitors = ""A 8 a 5 
—_—~-—— ee et ee - fe a i ee - : 2 
Monday * ' Center Dav Home Visits |: Home Visits Home Visits 
gf? Tuesday . Nome Visits | Center Dav Home Vistts Nome Visits 
' Wednesdav | Home Visits | Nome Visits Center Davy Wome Visits 
Tharsdav Home Visite, liome Visits Home Visits Center Dav 
ri Fridav. oP ELBANN ING AND S\T A F F DEVELOPMENT 
/ Seta ee ey es Se 7 eee Cee di cenpieispasmaecoeces 
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The above schédule tk followed the first three weeks of each month. 


F . Quring the: fourth week, no class-room sessions are held, so that Pe Lead , 
”, Teacher may make home ‘visits with each Home Visitor. 

< The' parents who come to the classroom session are actively dnvolved with »* : 
‘ .the childrén in large proup sessions, amatt groups, and individually on a one- 


‘to-one basis. Thev observe the Lead Teacher and Home, Visitor model appropri- 
ate teaching. behavior; they learn sonps and finger-plavs; they talk indiyidd- 
allv with children: they observe other children at plav;:.thev create learning. 
rames to take home; and they, enjoy social interaction with GEDEE parents. 


The program is based on the belief.that the, ghtta'a srowth and deye lop- 
ment happefis when he is engaged in actions with other people that hid the 
child and the others -in mutually fulfilline ways Such actions entail the 
child' 's self-rerulation, his i geomet in: ‘dealing with others, and,a reci- or 
procity of self-repulation and initiative on the part of others. Such actions 


take place’ for the child under conditions of plavfulness and‘pleasure. The 
mutual construction of actions that bind adult and child in real, concrete and 

satisfying forms, rather than training imposed upon the child to implant the 
‘proper wavs of livinp, is the caretaking process most associated with -Pproduc- 
tive growth. 
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With.normal prowth fAnd. development, dhe child is increasingly open to 
and interested. in novelgv in his world. We explores furthur and further: 
creates more complex enfounters; _develons copnitive and lanpuape capacities 
which enable him to disgover and epulate himself more intricatelv and to °* 

‘ world in new.and unique wavs. ‘ 


ry . ae * * gu ‘« 4 
From birth onward, parents hdve'the most frequent and suscpating con- 
tact with the child and are responsible for teaching the child important 


: skills and attiftwdes. Parents" ability to understand how their child prows 


and learns and their skills as the child's primary teachers Will’ have a 
terlp= term impact dW the child. 
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_ The program's P aetaned roal is to help the parent deve lon. the skills she 
needs to’ support a teach her child nore effectively. " 
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The needs of each child enrolled in the program are determined by the 
administration of a locally desipned diagnostic instrument, Home- -Rased Farly 
Learnine Prorran or HWFLP. The instrument assesses the child in five develop- 
mental areas: Laneuare, Percentuo-Cormnitive, Personal-Social, Gross Motor 
and Fine Motor. The diapnostic testing determines a profile of each child's 
needs. Activities desipned to meet these needs are planned and communicated 
to’ parents. The child's propress is implemented by support from three areas: 
individually assigned activities with the parent, activities with the Hame- 
Visitor and activities during Center visjts. Parents are particularly en- 
couraged to talh with their cliildren, listen td their children, play with 
their children and tale them on meanineful outings. 
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ability to play is not a universal skill amone childven: She states that. 

Vieaa: of children reveal that the amount ‘of, fantasy 
and imaginative play varies from almost total ahsence in some cultures to 
complex, symbolic play in others. She further reports that curfogi ty and 
imarinative play occur less fréquentlyv, yin disadvantared lower~class fami- 


lies, — : : gf 


In-situations where parents must strupple to meet the daily necessities, 


‘dt is understandable that there is little time to take ‘much interést in child- 


ren, let Slone play. with them. Lead Teachers and Nome Visitors seck to en- 
courage parents to provide a relaxed atmosphere for the.child-and to utilize 
normal dafly. routines to take advantare of "teachable monents." Centers are 


‘so organized as to encéurase free play; and imaginative, creative plav is sti- 


mulated by the presence ©f puppets, dress-up clothes, art supplies, etc. 


During the current vear, the Research Specialist 1s attempt ing to'mea- 


“sure program results by the use of three tests. the Cooperative Preschool 


Inventory has been administered, ‘toJa random samc of three and four vear 
olds. The TOBF General Concepts Test was administered to four vear olds. 
The Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test was given to all three and four year 
old children at each Center. : 

Table 2 shows the number of children tested with the ‘Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test,’the mean chronolopical ape for each of the three prounps tes~ 
ed, the mean mental age for these proups, and the difference between mean 
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chronolopical and.mean mental are. ‘ . ‘ 
© . . . ] 


Table 2 i) 
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Tests 
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\ Chronolorical Mental Age (MA) “Dif ference in 
N | Ape (CA) Converted |: Converted to Months Months of Age. , 
_to Moriths of Age _ 5" Sich Se 
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Groups 


3 year old | 157 hak ~ 3.4 
4 vear old, 
first year 


4 4 yvear'old, 


second vear 98 53.4 6d 
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a7 ~ Bir." a > Poet. that the three vear. old children have more than an eleven month ‘ 

: : difference between chronological are and mental ape and the four year old an 7 
eighteen month sap justifies the need for an early Childhood propram. With 
comprehegsive data on parent involvement and participation, the Research Sper 
cialist hopes to be able to distinguish sipnificant variables in’ the success 

| of children in our propram. Nlongitudinal study of these children is our 
ultimate goal. 


In the program's brochure, we urge, Come On, Parents, Participate. This’ 
‘invitation is based on the premise that an intensive, directed proptan, which 
as involves a high ratio of adults to children, which lasts a long time, which 
_includes alterations in educational and family institutions, and which fs 
\ _— 4 ' founded upon the principles of, mutuality, initiative, pleasure, etc. in actions 

condu@ive to prowth must be significantly, positive in its influence: Parents 

4 as well as children are the beneficiaries, Results wtll he long lasting, he- 
cause parents as well as teachers are vital to successful educat ion of chil- 

. fréfi, —- : 
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